UNIT 4

GRAMMAR

Grammar is an important part of learning a language. If you do not use it
correctly it can lead to misunderstandings in communication. Understanding
the foundations of the grammar of a language makes communication easier
and more enjoyable. There are many people who think that grammar is boring,
however it does not have to be. If you break it down into manageable chunks
and learn to apply the rules correctly when speaking, you will find that people
can understand you better. If you have found grammar difficult or boring

in the past, look at the tips in this module and see how they can improve your
experience of learning grammar.

1. Learn the basics before grammar

Begin by learning the basics, such as the parts of speech,
can you identify verbs, nouns, adjectives, adverbs,
prepositions, conjunctions etc. This is a very important
step because learning grammar rules is like learning
formulas and you can't learn those without understanding
the components they are made of. Understanding the
roles these words play in sentences will make it a lot
easier for you to approach learning grammar.

Do you know how to build a sentence?

Does an adjective come before or after

a noun?
—-

Are nouns masculine or feminine?

Do you know what an infinitive is? .

Getting yourself introduced to parts of
speech will provide answers to all of the questions
listed above.
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2. Practice, practice, practice

The key to improving your grammar is to keep practising.
Repeated and continuous practice will help you make big
improvements. There are many kinds of activities you can
do, both in writing and in speaking. Try starting with easier
activities, then when you feel ready move onto something
more challenging.

One of the best ways to improve your grammar skills
is to experiment with the language and to regularly test
your knowledge.

You should try to think about the rules you know — Do you always put them into practice
when you are communicating with other people.

Making mistakes is part of learning, do not be afraid of making them. A lot of times we know
the rules we should use, but we make mistakes out of nervousness or speed, which a lot of
the time means we need more practice. You can’t expect to have strong muscles in your body
if you don’t exercise regularly, it's the same with learning a language. Exercises in which you
have to fill in gaps, choose the correct answer or correct mistakes may not be everyone’s
favourite but they do the trick.

Complete simple grammar exercises, such as gap fills or sentence completion — There are many
exercises of this kind available online — check out our list of resources on our website. Some of
these sites offer the opportunity for you to practice and they are able to give you an instant result.

Practise speaking in your target language with a friend, thinking carefully about your grammar
- listen to each other and see if you can hear any mistakes and if so, can you correct them?

Try recording yourself speaking, start small to begin with, for example you may try speaking
for one minute about your daily routine — then when you listen back see if you made any mistakes.

3. Revise and consolidate

Set aside some time for revising and making sure you
are confident in your understanding of grammar points.

When learning grammar, it is important that you are aware

that it is likely you will find some irregularities and exceptions.
Would you be able to explain these to another learner?

Think about how you would do it. Try writing your own short
explanations of grammar in a notebook you have for grammar.
Another useful technique for revising grammar is to create
mind maps and visual aids that you can consult when you feel
insecure. Making a mind map or any type for visual aid requires
you to know the rules first so it is a good way to check your
understanding.
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It is a good idea to revisit grammar points to be able to fully
understand them. You can find explanations online with
examples or if you prefer You tube has many videos that are
beneficial to learning grammar, some people find videos easier
to work with.

Sometimes when we get familiar with points of grammar,

we might feel tempted to stop revising it — this should not be
the case, it’s still possible to make mistakes, particularly if you
are learning new content, confusion can occur easily.

4. Read often

Reading is a perfect way to see the grammar rules put into action,
it can be your secret weapon because you can see clear, real life
examples of rules you have learned. As you read you will come
across applications of grammar rules and you will slowly retain
the correct usage in your memory. Through reading you will
absorb the grammar and develop sensitivity to what sounds right
and what does not. This process will make it easier for you to
produce correct grammar on your own.

You can spend some time looking at the word order in sentences and how the sentences go
together. You can also note punctuation and capital spelling rules.

When you choose what to read, choose something that interests you, e.g., if you like football try
reading a footballer autobiography. Children’s books are also a good choice because the language
is usually easier, and the stories are often fun to read.

5. Study in short, regular intervals
A language is best learned through repeated use, and many believe
that you can best learn in short intervals, instead of long hours.

Instead of spending hours reading up on different grammar,
try 10-minute blocks of time. Try short online quizzes which can
be done within a few minutes.

Spend 5 minutes a day on a language learning app.

Remember to keep it short and sweet.

Try making 2 — 3 sentences per day in a specific tense.
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6. Look out for patterns

As you develop your grammar you will start to notice regular
patterns found in sentences. Try to remember these patterns

and compare them. Make a note of the differences and the
similarities. Once you see patterns, it is easier to learn other points
of grammar. For example, in English, the Past simple is formed
subject + past tense verb + object, whereas the Present perfect

is formed subject + has / have + past participle verb + object.

If you are able to compare these patterns it will make your learning
experience so much better.

7. Grammar can be fun!

Don't just try to read wordy explanations in old textbooks

— use apps, You tube, quizzes, and games. Try watching films
and listening to music — can you write down the phrases that
you hear then decide whether the grammar is good or bad,
identify the tense, is it active or passive?

More resources

Still want to continue learning about the topic of this unit?
Not to worry, we have made a selection of further resources
that you can use if you would like to find out more.

Just click on the links and keep learning!

1. How to Make Grammar Fun for Language Learners

2. How to Learn Grammar Like A Pro Even if You Hate it

3. The Modern Method to Learning Grammar
in a Foreign Language

4. The RIGHT Way to Learn Grammar with Stories

5. How to Learn Grammar: The Only Method
You'll Ever Need
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dAuGhf77Akk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f293hWn9nW0
https://www.fluentu.com/blog/how-to-learn-grammar-in-a-foreign-language/
https://www.fluentu.com/blog/how-to-learn-grammar-in-a-foreign-language/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AsTocAN7KbQ&t=316s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uwLw16gWiEY&t=228s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uwLw16gWiEY&t=228s

