
In the previous units, we have already seen reading, 
writing, listening, and speaking one by one. In this unit, 
we will see how to put them all together.

Language skills seem to be isolated because most of the time we develop them 
individually, but this is only when we learn. In daily life there are lots of situations 
where the skills are put together: imagine that you receive a phone call from a foreign 
client and you have to write down some notes, or in the street you read the opening 
hours of an already closed store and ask a passer-by where the nearest store is.  
The real situations show that in daily life the four language skills work together.

UNIT 10 

MAKING 
CONNECTIONS

Reading, writing, listening, and speaking are not isolated 
skills. When we talk to a native speaker, we’re developing 
both speaking and listening. When we practice two skills 
at one time, they help each other. Have you ever realized 
that when in a conversation you listen to new words and 
grammar you use it afterwards?

Practicing two or more skills at once is much more similar 
to real life. You can follow the next tips to make connections 
and mix more than one language skill at one time.

Think real & natural 

When you’re doing language exercises or 
activities, if you want to mix different skills, 
think if your activity or exercise is real and 
natural. Imagine yourself doing an exercise 
or activity like this in real life, in a real 
situation, is it possible? If the answer is yes, 
you’re mixing language skills.



Don’t focus on developing just one skill 

Learners usually like one skill more than others and it is 
usually the one they feel they are good at, or they enjoy 
practicing. Frequently, this is the one skill they are good 
at in their own, native language. But, just like in any 
communication, it is necessary to be good at and practice 
more than one skill. So, don’t just focus on one skill.  
You should put yourself out of your comfort zone or security 
zone and develop them equally. It might be a good idea  
to practice one that you like the most along with the one  
you dislike making the learning process more enjoyable.  
For example, if writing is your favourite skills, but listening 
isn’t, you could listen to a song in the foreign language  
and try to write down the lyrics. This way you will be 
practicing both skills simultaneously.

More is more

More is always more. If you’re doing an activity that involves reading, writing, 
listening, don’t feel overwhelmed! This activity deserves attention! It might 
help you to improve your new language skills at once greatly. If you think about 
it, children practice several skills at the same time while learning a foreign 
language. They listen, they sing, they move – all at the same time. They speak, 
they act, they write – at the same time. The most effective way to learn may not 
be the easiest, but it is the road to success.

Possible and simple mixing activities 

Listening and Reading

Take an easy text and its transcription. Read it many times, 
afterwards read and listen to it at the same time. It will help you 
to improve your listening and reading. Check out the links that 
contain many examples of audio lessons and their transcripts.

Listening and Writing

You will find several resources which you can listen to and write. 
The best way to put listening and writing together is dictation. 
Dictation is also good for orthography.

www.learninglanguages.eu



www.learninglanguages.eu

More resources
1. How to Improve Foreign Language Skills:  

20 Secrets to Find Balance and Build Fluency

2. 9 Ideas to Integrate Language Learning Into  
Your Everyday Life

3. Don’t lose your language skills!  
How to retain a foreign language

4. 8 Ways to Train Your Mind for Successful  
Language Learning

5. Tips and Advice to Improve your Language Skills

Speaking and Listening

One simple activity that you can do to connect listening and speaking is to listen to a short  
text and then repeat it out loud. Listen to it and speak it out loud so many times as you need.  
This activity is easy and simple, and it will contribute to improving your pronunciation  
in a foreign language.

Writing and Reading 

Another quite simple and easy task to enhance your writing and reading skills is to read a short 
text, story, or paragraph in your target language that you understand, immediately write some 
parts or sentences that you can still remember. Do it time after time and it becomes better. 
Memory is an important part of the process of learning a language, you must train it as much  
as possible. This activity is a good way to start off.

Last tip

As you see, mixing skills is not difficult at all; quite the opposite, it’s very natural and easy.  
These pretty simple activities make connections between all of them. Also, they will help you  
to improve your language skills quickly. Remember that making connections between  
all of your language skills from the very beginning is highly recommended because your  
evolution will be faster and finer.
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https://blog.esl-languages.com/blog/learn-languages/how-to-retain-a-foreign-language/
https://www.optilingo.com/blog/general/8-ways-train-mind-language-learning/
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https://www.gofluent.com/blog/tips-to-improve-your-english/

